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Abstract

Abstract:

This study falls within the domain of public financial law and addresses the
following central research question: to what extent do the control mechanisms
governing the budgets of local authorities in Algeria ensure their financial
autonomy? The findings establish that the local authority budget constitutes a
formal legal instrument of an estimative and delegated nature, grounded in
fundamental budgetary principles (namely annuality, unity, balance,
universality, and appropriation specificity )and that it serves as the primary
technical and legal tool for the implementation of public policies at the local
level, in accordance with the provisions of Law 11-10 on the municipality and
Law 12-07 on the wilaya. The study further reveals that the system of oversight
enshrined in Algerian legislation combines two complementary forms of
control: an internal a priori control of a preventive nature, exercised by the
budgetary controller through the mechanisms of visa and prior opinion pursuant
to Decree 24-374, and by the public accountant, who bears personal and
financial liability for any deficit recorded in their accounts; and an external a
posteriori control, carried out by two independent bodies — the Court of
Auditors, the highest constitutionally established financial jurisdictional
authority since 1976, combining administrative, judicial, and advisory
competencies, and the General Inspectorate of Finance, established under
Decree 80-53under the authority of the Minister of Finance, responsible for
inspection, auditing, and field evaluation through its diagnostic reports. The
study concludes that this integrated oversight system is not merely a formal
regulatory mechanism for public expenditure, but represents, in its essence, a
strategic institutional framework for safeguarding public funds, rationalising

local financial management, and entrenching the principles of transparency,



Abstract:

accountability, and good governance as foundational pillars of sustainable local
development.

Keywords: local authority budget , Court of Auditors , budgetary controller

,public accountant , General Inspectorate f Finance .



