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Abstract

This study addresses the issue of legal rules for the
protection of mentally and psychologically ill patients
within Algerian legislation, based on the principle that
every human being has the right to enjoy the highest
possible level of health, encompassing both physical and
mental health as two sides of the same coin.
In this context, the new Health Law 11-18 was enacted to
comprehensively address the situation of patients suftering
from mental disorders, through an integrated set of legal
provisions aimed at caring for them, preserving their
dignity, and protecting their fundamental rights.
Furthermore, administrative courts have established the
liability of mental health care centers for any harm suftered
by a patient, whether resulting from negligence or failure
in supervision, thereby strengthening oversight of these
institutions and ensuring the rights of patients within them.
The study focuses on highlighting the aspects and
mechanisms of Algerian protection for human mental and
psychological health, given that mental health is
considered one of the pillars of the right to health, and due
to its significant impact on individuals' well-being and
productivity across various areas of life.
This protection extends to cover various laws, particularly

the Penal Code, the Environmental Protection Law, and
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the Law related to the prevention and combating of
narcotics and psychotropic substances, making Algerian
law the guarantor and deterrent against all forms of
violation of mental and psychological health.

Ultimately, the study seeks to answer the problematic
question of the extent to which these Algerian mechanisms
are consistent with the Health Law as the regulator of
public health rules, and whether they are sufticient to
provide genuine and eftective protection for mentally and
psychologically 1l patients.
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