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ABSTRACT

This research addresses the issue of euthanasia, both in its positive and negative forms, by analyzing it
from two main perspectives: Islamic Sharia and comparative legislation. The first part of the study focused
on the religious dimension, where the concepts of active and passive euthanasia were examined in light
of the Qur'an, the Sunnah, and rational arguments, emphasizing the sanctity of human life and the limited
authority granted to human beings in matters of life and death. The second part investigated the legal
dimension by comparing the stance of various Western legislations that either legalized or criminalized
euthanasia, and analyzing how Arab legislations approached the matter, distinguishing between laws that

consider the motive behind the act and those that do not.

The study concluded that, despite growing debates worldwide, euthanasia remains a complex ethical,
legal, and social dilemma. In Islamic jurisprudence, the principle of protecting human life prevails,
rendering active euthanasia impermissible, while certain situations such as refusing treatment may be
tolerated under strict conditions. Meanwhile, Western laws reveal significant divergence: some states
allow euthanasia under precise regulations, while others strictly prohibit it. In contrast, Arab legislations
overwhelmingly lean towards criminalization, with slight differences regarding the consideration of

motive.

Ultimately, the research highlights the necessity of balancing compassion for the suffering patient with
the moral and legal obligation to preserve human life. The findings suggest that legislation in Muslim
countries must remain rooted in Sharia principles while also addressing emerging medical and ethical

challenges in a globalized context.

Keywords: Euthanasia, Active Euthanasia, Passive Euthanasia, Islamic Law, Comparative

Legislation, Human Rights, Criminal Responsibility.
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