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Abstract.

Detention for investigation is one of the most serious and unsecure procedures carried out by a
judicial police officer during the investigation stage as it affects freedoms and rights. This
procedure derives its legitimacy from international covenants, the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the Constitution, and municipal laws, all of which fundamentally address the established
principle of the presumption of innocence. It involves keeping a suspect, accused of committing a
felony or misdemeanour punishable by a custodial sentence, at security centres or police stations
for a specific and defined period of 48 hours after the officer's transfer to the crime scene and the
order for non-departure or detention. The legislator has granted the authority of arrest to the
judicial police officer; however, this authority is under the supervision of dedicated judicial
authorities. They must inform the public prosecutor when they perform these proceedings. The
extension of arrest is only permitted with written consent from them or the investigating judge
before the expiry of the 48 hours. The Algerian legislator has been always concerned with the
rights and freedoms of individuals through a set of guarantees that ensure the protection of the
individual and the suspect from the oppressive use of authority. The legislator has also called the
officer to record all actions taken, whether in the detention register for examination or in the
hearing records, and submit them to the public prosecutor who supervises and signs it and
monitors the places of detention for the examination according to a legally defined system and
duration. In case of breaching rights or freedoms, the legislator has established judicial and
presidential surveillance, through the public prosecution or their superiors, along with the
application of sanctions or personal penalties including disciplinary and even criminal
punishments.
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