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Summary of the Novel:
The New Inmate

Under layers of earth, far from the sunlight, Mariam resides in a cell where beauty has long
been absent. One day, the iron door of the cell opens, and a young girl named Daloola, full of
vitality and youth, enters. A high school student with a heart brimming with dreams, she is
incredibly beautiful. In contrast, Mariam’s eyes are worn from endless tears, shed due to torture,
hunger, thirst, and humiliation during what is known as the pre-trial phase, referred to as the

phase of slow death.

When the cell door opened, Mariam shielded her eyes from the light as if warding off
flames. She saw the new inmate being shoved in by a soldier who quickly closed the door to avoid
failure. Mariam screamed, protesting that this was a man, and it was unheard of for a male and
female prisoner to be housed together. She insisted it was against their morals and beliefs to leave

her with a man within four walls.

Mariam was strong; no one could touch a hair on her head. She stared at the strange
visitor, suspecting he was planted to extract information from her. He was dressed like a
shepherd, from his head cover to his shoes. She stopped screaming, slapped her cheeks and head
in disbelief as she observed him, until she heard a young girl’s voice and was further astonished.
The appearance was male, but the voice was of ayoung girl, and the unusual name Daloola added
to her surprise. Mariam gradually approached to verify that this visitor was indeed a girl and not

a colonial ploy to gather information.



The visitor removed the cover from her head, revealing two long braids, far from water
and soap, confirming to Mariam that she was a resistance fighter from one of the villages in the
Aures Mountains, captured after a guerrilla operation she carried out with her father and a

comrade.

Daloolashared her past, explaining that she was the youngest of six daughters. Her father,
hoping for a son, named her Daloola when she was born a girl. Instead of remarrying or divorcing
her mother, her father raised her like a boy, taking her to the market and more. When he joined
the revolution, she accompanied him, proud and content in her role, until she was captured and

her father was martyred due to betrayal.

Mariam was moved by Daloola's story, wiping away tears that often exacerbated the pain
in her beautiful eyes, which had lost their sparkle due to a severe illness contracted in the cursed

cell
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