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Abstracts

Civil liability for shipowners is a fundamental aspect of maritime law,
arising from acts or negligence that result in damage to individuals or
property. This liability is defined within a legal framework based on
maritime law principles and encompasses the obligations and rights of
shipowners towards affected parties. It includes damages resulting
from navigation and maritime transport operations, such as personal
injuries to passengers or crew, damage to goods, and environmental
harm caused by oil spills or hazardous substances.

According to the Convention on Limitation of Liability for Maritime
Claims (LLMC), a shipowner can limit their liability to specific
monetary amounts based on the ship's tonnage and the nature of the
damage. This allows shipowners to set a maximum financial liability,
helping protect their assets from large claims that may arise from
maritime incidents.

Insurance plays a crucial role in this context, as most shipowners are
required to insure their liability through marine insurance contracts that
cover potential damages. The insurer is obligated to pay compensation
to the affected party within the agreed insurance coverage limits,
providing financial security for the shipowner.

In the event of damage, the affected party must prove the presence of
fault or negligence on the part of the shipowner to claim compensation.
This involves presenting evidence of the nature of the damage, how it
occurred, and the causal link between the fault or negligence and the
resulting harm. Shipping contracts and marine insurance policies often
include terms that define the shipowner's liability and risk distribution
among the parties. These terms are binding on the contracting parties
and influence how disputes related to maritime damages are handled.
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Affected parties can file lawsuits in maritime courts to seek
compensation. These lawsuits follow standard legal procedures,
including presenting evidence, testimonies, and expert evaluations of
the damages. Maritime law features specific procedures that align with
the nature and complexities of maritime cases.

Civil liability for shipowners is a significant aspect of maritime law,
governing the legal relationships between shipowners and affected
parties. Dealing with this liability requires a precise understanding of
national and international laws, marine insurance terms, and relevant
legal procedures. These rules and procedures reflect a balance between
protecting the rights of the affected parties and providing guarantees
for shipowners, thus enhancing the stability of international maritime
transport operations.

Keywords: Ship, Civil Liability, Insurance

144



