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Summary:

The 2020 constitutional amendment represented an important
milestone in restoring balance between the legislative and executive
branches in Algeria, after powers had long been concentrated in the
hands of the President of the Republic. The amendment granted
Parliament broader powers in legislation and oversight, while
restricting some presidential authorities. It defined the relationship
between the two institutions according to election outcomes: in the
case of a presidential majority, a Prime Minister is appointed to
implement the President’s program, whereas in the case of a
parliamentary majority, a Head of Government from the majority is
tasked with implementing its program. It also strengthened
parliamentary  oversight mechanisms such as questions,
investigation committees, interpellations, and the motion of censure
to dismiss the government.

Nevertheless, the President retained essential powers, such as
issuing ordinances in urgent circumstances and the right to
reconsider laws. Thus, the new balance rests on enhancing the role
of Parliament while maintaining the centrality of the President of
the Republic. However, its success depends on practical
implementation and the executive’s respect for Parliament’s role.

Keywords: Legislative power, Executive power, 2020
constitutional amendment.
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